
President’s Overview 
Winter 2010 goes down in 
history as one of the most 
gentle winter seasons in 
history. Because of that, the 
water levels on Ril Lake this 
spring are relatively low 
compared to other years. So 
when boating on the lake, 
beware of shallows and rock 
formations that are usually 
well-submerged. It’s time to 
relax, play, and enjoy. 

 
 

Topics 
 

Proposed Communication Tower ..................................................................................................... 2 

Ril Lake Association Financial Status .............................................................................................. 2 

Membership & Dues .................................................................................................................... 2 

Water Quality & Ril Lake Initiatives .................................................................................................. 3 

Invasive species .......................................................................................................................... 3 

Volunteers Needed!! .................................................................................................................... 4 

EcoEthic:  Environmentally Safe Household Cleaning Products ..................................................... 4 

Ril Lake Cottage Apparel - Fundraiser ............................................................................................. 4 

Road Directors – 2010 Campaign .................................................................................................... 4 

Ril Lake “Coffee Table” Book ........................................................................................................... 4 

Pleasure Craft Operator’s Card ....................................................................................................... 5 

Calendar to Date .............................................................................................................................. 5 

Things For You To Consider ............................................................................................................ 5 

 

 



2 
 

Proposed Communication Tower  

For years, many of us have been looking for better internet service at Ril Lake, to meet our growing 
communication needs. There is a proposal (see attached) from Core Broadband to erect a 96’ - no lighting 
required - communication tower. The structure is to be located approximately behind # 1323 & 1329 South Ril 
Lake Rd. This tower should provide the capability to receive internet services similar to those provided by Bell 
and Rogers in major urban centres. 

The monthly cost will likely run around $50 including 2 meg speed and VOIP capabilities with an option for 
'Season Packages'. The service will likely be available from companies such as Vianet, Surenet, Indigiinet, Point-
to-Point Broadband, and Lakeland Energy.  

Construction is planned for May 2010, with a 3 week schedule for completion. If you have questions or 
comments, please contact Neil Smellie, Core Broadband: neil@corebroadband.ca or 705-224-2673 x 102 
and/or Stefan Szczerbak, Township of Lake of Bays: sszczerbak@lakeofbays.on.ca or 877-566-0005 x 226. 

Neil and Stefan will be keeping us informed as to the progress and comments received regarding this 
communication tower proposal. 

Ril Lake Association Financial Status 

We have about $5,000 in our Ril Lake Association account. Our annual expenses over the last two years have 
run $2,300 per annum. The annual Membership Dues are the primary source of operating revenue. Over the 
last two years dues have exceeded expenses by only $100 to $400. This is not sufficient to cover growing costs 
and to save for future initiatives.  

Each year we spend money on; 

 > Newsletters, 

 > FOCA membership ($341) 

 > Directories  

 > Website 

 > Community and Memorial donations  

 > Educational information 

Savings have been used for other things, such as the revitalization of our Ril Lake sign ($1200). 

 Our $20 annual membership is still about 75% less than other lake associations! If every property owner on Ril 
Lake contributes their annual dues, we can continue to operate and have monies available for such initiatives 
as; the clean-up of immediate area surrounding Ril Lake, the purchase our own water testing equipment, etc. 
Our fundraising can then be used for special projects or cost incursions. 

Membership & Dues 

Our ‘Paid Membership’ has declined somewhat over the last two years down to 45% (Nov. 2009) from roughly 
58% (2008) of our cottage/residents population. 

Now is the time to pay your 2010 Membership. Please complete the attached Membership Form and mail it to 
Margaret Fielding along with your $20 payment.  

  

mailto:sszczerbak@lakeofbays.on.ca
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Water Quality & Ril Lake Initiatives  

 Progress in revitalizing lake water quality is tedious. It takes time, 
patience, dedication, and positive, proactive initiatives. Such 
initiatives include; septic system health, using environmentally safe 
products, restoring the “Ribbon of Life” [the 15 feet of trees and 
shrubs that buffer the shoreline], etc.  

Results from August 2008 data indicate that Ril Lake has reversed its 
direction of deterioration, and is now beginning to heal. Ril Lake is 
now slightly above threshold. The table below indicates position 
relative to threshold for the surrounding lakes. 

Thanks to Casey Cook and the many volunteers who have helped to 
make this happen. Casey will be giving us more information and details at the AGM in August. 

Invasive species 

There are several aquatic invasive species that are moving into 
the Muskoka area. One of these species (Didymo) was found 
last September during our TD Great Canadian Shoreline Clean-
up…thanks to Brad & Dodie Cook who assisted with the 
removal, identification and size relationship of this specimen. 

Didymosphenia geminata, commonly known as “Didymo”, is a 
species of diatom that grows in warm and shallow water. If it 
overgrows, it can form large mats on the bottom of lakes, rivers 
and streams. It is not considered a significant human health risk, 
but it can affect stream habitats and sources of food for fish and 
make recreational activities unpleasant. It is considered a 
nuisance organism or invasive species. The jelly-like mass can 
attach to rocks, plants, boat lines, rafts water lines or other 
submerged surfaces.  They build up, forming complex, multi-
layered structures that are resistant to degradation. This species may have been brought to Ril Lake from 
elsewhere. 

The following methods have been recommended to prevent the spread of Didymosphenia geminata: 

BEFORE LAUNCHING ANY WATERCRAFTΧΦ THOROUGHLY CLEAN ALL SURFACES OF 
BOATS, MOTORS, & TRAILERS 

MONITOR RAFTS, DOCKS, AND WATER LINES 
Remove all clumps of algae and look for hidden clumps. Leave them at the site, well back from the water 
to allow them to dry out. Do not flush them down the drain. 

To destroy the algae, you can; 
1. Let them dry out, and then dispose of them in your rubbish bin. Let them completely dry and 

wait an additional 48 hours before contact or use in any other waterway. Or…. 
2. Soak and scrub all items for at least one minute in one of the following: 
3. hot water (60

o
C ) water, or  

a. 2% solution of household bleach, or  
b. 5% solution of salt water, or 
c. antiseptic hand cleaner, or 
d. dishwashing detergent. 

These microscopic algae can spread in a single drop of water!  

Our ‘Benthic Monitoring’ is showing some cautionary results, with “fair” water quality, which is defined as 
having “fairly significant organic pollution”. This is a program that foretells potential lake water quality 
direction long before the scientific readings detect a problem. Make sure to give Casey Cook as much help as 
possible in maintaining the “Bugs in the Mud” monitoring program. …Volunteer! 

Lake Status 

Ril Slightly above threshold 

Dickie Below threshold 

Porcupine At threshold 

Paint Below threshold 

Wildcat Below threshold 

Chubb Below threshold 

Heney Below threshold 

Mott Below threshold 

Figure 1 - "Didymo" 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diatom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Invasive_species
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Volunteers Needed!!  

SIGN UP FOR BENTHIC MACROINVERTEBRATE TESTING, 
FONDLY REFERRED TO AS >>>>“BUGS IN THE MUD”. 

Many thanks to the volunteers who have contributed to the Ril Lake Benthic Program!!! It is much 
appreciated. This valuable data gives solid indications of the health of our water. 

Our next benthic test will take place on Saturday, July 24
th

. This is a wonderful opportunity to become a 
“Citizen Scientist” and enjoy a fun exercise while learning about the ecosystem around us. 

To volunteer, please contact Casey Cook at rilcats@hotmail.com.  

EcoEthic:  Environmentally Safe Household Cleaning Products 

Many thanks to Margaret Fielding. Margaret has gathered a wealth of information about septic systems, 
caring for shorelines and alternative cleaning products that are safe for our lake environment. This 
information is collected with the diligent and much appreciated work done by Ril Lake Environment 
Committee to keep our lake natural, clean, and healthy. Order some “EcoEthic” product today to help our lake 
water and to raise funds for the association. 

 Ril Lake Cottage Apparel - Fundraiser  

Judy is coordinating our new line of cottage apparel. A Ril Lake logo or other message can be embroidered on 
your clothing. Go to www.cottagelakeapparel.com, “Find your Lake”, shop the product line, and then forward 
your order to Judy: 1038 Ril Cove Rd, 705-767-3059, or jlsfjs@hotmail.com. Once 20 items have been 
submitted, collectively from around the lake, Cottage Lake Apparel will rebate 20% to our association. It’s a 
WIN/WIN situation. You get unique clothing while supporting Ril Lake Association. 

Road Directors ɀ 2010 Campaign 

Our ‘Road Directors’ are crucial to keeping in touch with all Ril Lake property owners. The directors 
communicate the association’s initiatives and activities, while creating an opportunity for face to face dialogue 
to gain feedback from our lake community.  

For those who are already involved, or would like to help, with this important element of your association, 
please get in touch with Kim Martin: 1027 Ril Cove Road, 705-767-3930, or kimm@imilogistics.com, sooner 
than later, so he can organize the 2010 door to door campaign. 

 2ÉÌ ,ÁËÅ Ȱ#ÏÆÆÅÅ 4ÁÂÌÅȱ Book 

This unique project has been in the works for 3 years now and will provide a literary and photographic legacy 
of Ril Lake and how it has touched the lives of many families. 

We now have a small collection of family stories that we are going to incorporate into the first volume of the 
Ril Lake Coffee Table book. We will be collecting submissions at the Ril Lake AGM on Saturday August 1, 2010. 

We are encouraging all of our families to contribute to this unique memory collection about Ril Lake. Dianne 
More, Barbara Billingsley, and Dennis McKay are once again asking all of you to provide stories and pictures as 
source material for this book.  

Please make this a priority and have your family’s story submitted by September 2010, to any of the 
individuals listed below: 

Dianne More: 705-767-2215 or addcmore@rogers.com   

Barbara Billingsley: 705- 767-3518 or bbillingsley@sympatico.ca 

Dennis McKay: 705-767-3134 or dmack2005@rogers.com   

  

mailto:rilcats@hotmail.com
http://www.cottagelakeapparel.com/
mailto:jlsfjs@hotmail.com
mailto:kimm@imilogistics.com
mailto:addcmore@rogers.com
mailto:bbillingsley@sympatico.ca
mailto:dmack2005@rogers.com
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0ÌÅÁÓÕÒÅ #ÒÁÆÔ /ÐÅÒÁÔÏÒȭÓ #ÁÒÄ 

The deadline for everyone to have their “Pleasure Craft Operator’s Card” has passed. As of September 15, 
2009, all boat operators must have a Pleasure Craft Operator’s Card. A $250 fine can be levied, by the OPP 
Marine Unit, for not having your operator’s card. The required BOATsmart! Exam can be completed online at 
www.boatsmartcanada.ca, at a marine dealership, or by visiting a safe boating instructor who offers the exam.  
Ann Matheson, 1160 North Ril Lake Rd, 705-767-3055, offers the training course and will administer the 
license exam for anyone who is interested.  

Calendar to Date 

Riljuvenate Meeting 
Saturday, July 3

rd
 at 10:00 

Bob & Mary McAulsan’s property 
1127 Watson Road 

Benthic Testing 
Saturday, July 24

th
 

Contact Casey Cook 
AGM 

Sunday, August 1
st

  
Location & time to be determined 

Things For You To Consider 

1. Pay your 2010 annual $20 lake association membership fee 

2. Buy EcoEthic Products & Ril Lake Apparel 

3. Volunteer for ά.ǳƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aǳŘέ 

4. Submit ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ Coffee Book contribution 

 
 
                                              
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
    
 
 

http://www.boatsmartcanada.ca/
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